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(57) ABSTRACT

In a motor vehicle with an adjustable coupling (intermediate
device) between the (crank)shaft and floor contact elements
(wheels), wherein the coupling is set in trailing throttle mode
in such a way that the rotational speed of the shaft is reduced,
in particular is adjusted to a predefined value, in order to
reduce the internal losses of the drive, in particular an internal
combustion engine.
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1
METHOD FOR OPERATING A MOTOR
VEHICLE IN TRAILING THROTTLE MODE

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the U.S. National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/EP2011/004666, filed Sep. 17, 2011,
which designated the United States and has been published as
International Publication No. WO 2012/143022 and which
claims the priority of German Patent. Application, Ser. No. 10
2011 018 325.6, filed Apr. 20, 2011, pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
119(¢a)-(d).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method for operating a motor
vehicle. A prerequisite is that the motor vehicle has a primary
drive for rotating a shaft, for example an internal combustion
engine with a crank shaft. The primary drive in this case is
coupled with ground contact elements, in particular wheels of
the motor vehicle, via an intermediate device. The interme-
diate device includes a clutch and as the case may be a
transmission, wherein the clutch can be integrated into the
transmission. A prerequisite is an adjustable intermediate
device, in particular an adjustable clutch, i.e. the torque which
is transferred via the intermediate device is to be changeable
by varying a regulating variable (which in the example more
or less directly relates to the clutch) so that a defined rota-
tional speed of the primary drive can be set. In the example,
such a clutch can be caused to assume intermediate states
between a state of being decoupled and a state in which a
maximal torque is transferred, the clutch is completely
engaged.

It is known to detect during the drive of such a motor
vehicle whether the movement of the motor vehicle occurs in
coasting mode, i.e., whether the force flow proceeds from the
wheels or other ground contact elements such as a chain, to
the (crank)shaft and not vise versa as in the traction mode.
Such a trailing throttle phase can for example be detected by
way of the position of the gas pedal: in particular when the
driver no longer actuates the gas pedal no active forward drive
is generated any more by the primary drive (for example
internal combustion engine). There is also the so called trail-
ing throttle fuel cutoff: in trailing throttle mode the primary
drive is only supplied with the kinetic energy which is input-
ted via the ground contact units by the clutch, in the example
of'a motor vehicle with internal combustion engine and trans-
mission the fuel supply to the internal combustion engine is
interrupted which saves fuel, the clutch is not engaged, the
rotational speed of the crank shaft corresponds to the rota-
tional speed on the transmission side and is thus proportional
to the drive output rotational speed of the intermediate device.
Small differences in rotational speed result due to a princi-
pally possible micro slip which for reasons of simplicity is
disregarded in the following description. Due to the fact that
the shaft of the primary drive still rotates with sufficient
rotational speed an acceleration can be provided again rela-
tively quickly when there is a corresponding demand by the
driver for example via the gas pedal.

The trailing throttle fuel cutoft also involves that when
exceeding a threshold value for the rotational speed of the
primary drive shaft, supply with primary energy (in the case
of an internal combustion engine with fuel) is initiated again
in order to not allowing the rotational speed of the primary
drive to become too low. At this threshold rotational speed the
clutch is disengaged.
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During the trailing throttle fuel cutoff the primary drive has
a decelerating eftect on the drive due to internal losses (for
example compression in the internal combustion engine,
mechanical losses etc.), wherein the kinetic energy which is
inputted via the drive is predominantly converted into non-
usable energy forms (for example heat). In the following, this
no longer usable energy is referred to as loss energy. It would
be desirable to be able to convert at least a portion of this
energy into electric energy, for example via an electric
machine.

As alternative to the trailing throttle fuel cutoff it is also
known to disengage the clutch during trailing throttle mode
and to operate the primary drive in neutral mode. This pre-
vents that the primary drive absorbs kinetic energy. In addi-
tion, no renewed starting process is required for the primary
drive in case of acceleration. A disadvantage is here the con-
sumption of primary energy (for example fuel consumption
when using an internal combustion engine as primary drive)
for the neutral mode.

It is also possible to disengage the clutch during trailing
throttle mode and to turn off the primary drive. As a result,
neither primary energy nor kinetic energy is absorbed by the
primary drive. This has the disadvantage that the primary
drive has to be restarted again when accelerating.

It would thus be desirable to find a compromise so as to
minimize the disadvantages of the mentioned possibilities of
a trailing throttle mode.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is thus an object of the invention to improve the energy
balance when operating a motor vehicle in particular in the
coasting without having to start the primary drive anew in
case of an acceleration phase.

Inoneaspect, the object is solved by a method for operating
a motor vehicle including detecting during a drive of the
vehicle whether the vehicle moves in trailing throttle mode;
when the vehicle moves in trailing throttle mode, automati-
cally setting a regulating variable; and causing an intermedi-
ate device, which couples a shaft driven by the drive with
ground contact elements of the motor vehicle, to assume one
of multiple intermediate states between being disengaged and
being fully engaged, wherein the intermediate state is com-
mensurate with the regulating variable , thereby decreasing a
rotational speed of the shaft and transferring a torque between
the drive and the intermediate device as a function of the
intermediate state, wherein the rotational seed of the shaft and
a rotational speed of the intermediate device differ from each
other in the intermediate state, and in another aspect by a
motor vehicle including a drive, in particular an internal com-
bustion engine, having a shaft; an intermediate device cou-
pling the drive with ground contact elements of the motor
vehicle; a device for varying a regulating variable regarding
the intermediate device; and a device for detecting whether
the motor vehicle moves in a trailing throttle mode, wherein
the device for varying the regulating variable is configured to
automatically lower the rotational speed of the shaft in the
trailing throttle mode by varying the regulating variable,
thereby causing the intermediate device to assume one of
multiple intermediate states between being disengaged and
being fully engaged, said intermediate state being commen-
surate with the regulating variable, wherein a torque trans-
ferred between the drive and the intermediate device is a
function of the intermediate state, and wherein the rotational
speed of the shaft and a rotational speed of the intermediate
device differ from each other in the intermediate state.
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In the method according to the invention, when it is
detected that the motor vehicle moves in the trailing throttle
mode, the rotational speed of the primary drive shaft is
reduced to a value by automatically adjusting the regulating
variable regarding the intermediate device, which still
ensures a trailing throttle fuel cutoff.

The invention is based on the recognition that the internal
losses of the primary drive depend on its shaft speed. The loss
energy is in particular higher at higher rotational speeds than
at lower rotational speeds, As an example a power loss can
result from the energy loss of 25 kW at a rotational speed of
3000 rpm which is reduced to 6 kW at 1000 U/min.

Preferably, the rotational speed of the shaft of the primary
drive is set to a predetermined value in the trailing throttle
mode, in particular with open loop control, which is particu-
larly advantageous. This value may depend on the overall
strategy with which the motor vehicle is to be operated. In
particular however, the predetermined value lies above a
value for the rotational speed of the shaft of the primary drive
atwhich a control device of the motor vehicle would cause the
consumption of energy during trailing throttle mode. In the
preferred exemplary case of an internal combustion engine
this would be the rotational speed at which fuel would be
injected to maintain a minimal rotational speed in order for
the motor vehicle to be able to accelerate out of the trailing
throttle mode as fast a possible if the driver so desires.

A motor vehicle In which the invention can be imple-
mented particularly advantageously includes a twin clutch
transmission as part of the intermediate device. The reason for
this is that the difference between rotational speed of the
primary drive shaft and the rotational speed of the intermedi-
ate device which is referred to as clutch slip, increases thereby
resulting in an increase of the internal losses in the clutch. For
reducing these internal losses, the clutch slip has to be
reduced without changing the rotational speed of the primary
drive again. This can be achieved by reducing the rotational
speed of the shaft of the intermediate device by changing a
gear (i.e., using conventional naming of the gears to a higher
gear) on the disengaged and therefore passive transmission
input shaft in the twin clutch transmission. After changing the
gear, the clutch of the active transmission input shaft via
which the rotational speed of the primary drive shaft is set is
released and at the same time the clutch of the passive trans-
mission input shaft engaged. The overlap of the two clutches
occurs so that the rotational speed of the shaft of the primary
drive remains unchanged.

The motor vehicle according to the invention has a device
for detecting whether the motor vehicle moves in the trailing
throttle mode and according to the invention, a device for
varying the regulating variable regarding the intermediate
device is configured to reduce the rotational speed of the shaft
of'the primary drive in trailing throttle mode by setting adjust-
ing the regulating variable. In the motor vehicle according to
the invention, the method according to the invention is thus
implemented by the device for varying. Typically, the device
for varying is a control unit. In the preferred embodiment with
a twin clutch transmission, which has multiple gears this
control unit is then configured to additionally effect gear
changes after decreasing the rotational speed in the trailing
throttle mode.

The advantages mentioned for the associated method apply
in the same manner to the motor vehicle according to the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

In the following, a preferred embodiment of the invention
is described in more detail with reference to the drawing. In
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this preferred embodiment the intermediate device includes a
7-gear twin clutch transmission. Further, an internal combus-
tion engine is used as primary drive. In the drawing it is shown
In

FIG. 1 a schematic representation of the component of a
motor vehicle that are necessary for describing an exemplary
embodiment of the invention and

FIG. 2 multiple curves which illustrate the temporal profile
of certain parameters in an exemplary embodiment of a
method according to the invention, Details which are not
relevant for understanding the function are not shown.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A motor vehicle, overall designated with 10, has an internal
combustion engine 12, which includes a crank shaft 14 which
rotates with a rotational speed n,,,. The crank shaft 14 is
connected with or can be coupled with a wheel 16 of the
motor vehicle via a twin clutch transmission 18. In the sym-
bolic representation, the clutch 20 is represented by coupling
discs K, and K, and the transmission 22 includes a transmis-
sion rotational speed n ;. The rotational speed of the wheel 16
is designated ng,,; .

In the motor vehicle 10 a gas pedal (“gas pedal”) 24 is
provided, upon actuation of which fuel is injected into the
internal combustion engine 12. The position of the gas pedal
24 is detected by a measuring device 26 which transmits the
measuring signals to a control device 28. The control device
28 causes the injection of fuel into the internal combustion
engine 12 and at the same time can ensure to engage the clutch
20. The clutch 20 in the present case is adjustable, i.c. the
torque M, which is transmitted via the clutch 20 can vary at
otherwise constant conditions.

The control device 28 recognizes when the motor vehicle is
in trailing throttle mode: the gas pedal 24 is in this case in its
zero position i.e., not pressed down and the motor vehicle
moves which is for example detectable by a rotational speed
meter 30 on a wheel 16 of the motor vehicle (wherein the
rotational speed meter 30 is shown separate from the wheel 16
in the Figure for reason of simplicity).

In the present example, the control device 28 has the pur-
pose to operate the motor vehicle as energy efficiently as
possible. In the case of a conventional trailing throttle fuel
cutoff implemented in modern motor vehicles, the clutch
normally remains engaged in order for the torque My to be
transmitted to the crank shaft 14, i.e. so that a traction between
the wheel 16 and the internal combustion engine 12 can occur.
As a result, the internal combustion engine 12 does not too
closely approach standstill i.e., so hat the rotational speed n .,
of the crankshaft 14 does not fall below a predetermined
threshold value. This threshold value is selected so that an
acceleration of the motor vehicle is still possible from the
running operation within a relatively short time when the
vehicle 10 is coasting.

In the following, the method according to the invention is
explained by way of FIG. 2:

At a time point t, the motor vehicle drives with a finite
speed, wherein for the observed period of time it is assumed
that this speed remains essentially constant. The position S,
of'the gas pedal 24 in the present case is 50%.

Regarding the twin clutch transmission it is assumed that it
has a first transmission gear shaft with the rotational speed
ng; to which the gear, setter with the gears 5 and 7 belongs.
It has a second transmission input shaft, which has the rota-
tional speed n; , and the associated gear setter has the gears 4
and 6.
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In the present case it is assumed that the first transmission
input shaft is coupled and thus active and the fifth gear of the
transmission 22 is selected. The rotational speed of the first
shaft is about 3000 rpm. Because the clutch, which belongs to
the transmission input shaft 1 is closed the clutch slip An,
between the transmission side of the clutch and the side of the
internal combustion engine is approximately zero, the rota-
tional speeds of the two sides are thus equal. The second
transmission input shaft is disengaged. This means that the
clutch, which belongs to the transmission input shaft 2 is
completed opened and the gear setter is neutral position
between the gears 4 and 6. The rotational speed ng, is
approximately zero. The rotational speed of the internal com-
bustion engine or the crankshaft 14, n,,, is also 3000 rpm
because the clutch slip An, is approximately zero.

At the time point t1 the driver moves the foot from the gas
pedal 24 and the vehicle 10 assumes trailing throttle mode.
Due to the relatively high rotational speed n,,, high internal
losses result in the internal combustion engine. For this rea-
son the force with which the clutch discs K, and K, are force
fittingly pushed against each other is decreased so that the
transferred torque M, is lowered. Because the rotational
speed of the crankshaft decreases a finite clutch slip An,
results, i.e. the rotational speed n,,, is no longer directly
Ng=igs™Ng,,, Wherein i is the transmission ratio of the
transmission 22 for the 5. gear (inclusive possible fixed trans-
mission ratios such as a differential). The rotational speed
ny,, of the crankshaft 14 is therefore decoupled from the
rotational speed ng ,, of the wheel 16, i.e. ny; ,~izs05,,~An,.
The rotational speed of the crankshaft n,,,, is lowered by the
control device 28 in particular to a value of 1000 rpm, slightly
above the limit above which the control device would inject
fuel for maintaining a threshold rotational speed ng,,,,.,

Due to the high slip An,, high internal losses result in the
clutch. These can be lowered by decreasing the slip. A reduc-
tion of the slip can be achieved by a lowering of the rotational
speed of the transmission side in that the transmission ratio is
correspondingly changed. In the example the seventh gear is
selected whereby the smallest possible rotational speed on the
transmission side is established. The direct change between
gears which are arranged on the same transmission input shat
is however only possible by opening the clutch which belongs
to the transmission input shaft so that the motor rotational
speed would drop to neutral. For this reason for the change
from the 5. to the 7. gear a change between sub transmission
1 and sub-transmission 2 first occurs:

First the sixth gear is selected in the sub-transmission 2
whereby the second transmission input shaft is mechanically
connected with the drive shaft This results in an finite rota-
tional speed n; , of the second transmission input shaft. After
the sixth gear in the second sub-transmission is selected the
first clutch is opened starting at time point t, and the second
clutch is closed. This occurs in a manner so that the motor
rotational speed does not drop below the threshold rotational
speed ng,.,,., but remains at the rotational speed of 1000 rpm.
Due to the fact that the torque is now transferred via the clutch
to the second transmission input shaft the slip An, is smaller
than previously the slip An,, because the transmission ratio of
the sixth gear leads to a smaller rotational speed on the trans-
mission side than the one of the fifth gear. The internal losses
at the clutch therefore decrease. In order to further lower the
clutch losses the fifth gear is then disengaged and for this the
seventh gear engaged. As a result due to the different trans-
mission ratios of the two gears 5 and 7 a lower rotational
speed n , is established up to the time point t5.

At the time point t3 the force transmitting dutch is then
changed again so that finally the clutch sets the motor rota-
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tional speed ny,, to the first transmission input shaft. The
present clutch slip An, which is now lower than the clutch slip
An1 between the time points t;, and t, and also lower than the
clutch slip n, between the time points t, and t; can not be
further lowered by using different transmission ratios.

At the time point t, the gas pedal is actuated again. The
driver has signaled with this that the trailing throttle mode is
to be abandoned. The clutch to the first transmission input
shaft is opened and the clutch belonging to the second trans-
mission input shaft is closed. The opening of the one and
closing of the other cutch occurs in the present case such that
the motor rotational speed n ., is raised to the shaft rotational
speed n , of the second transmission input shaft. The trailing
throttle mode is thus terminated (An,=0). Since the force
transmission now completely occurs via the clutch to the
second transmission input shaft the acceleration is reestab-
lished. As an alternative the seventh gear could also be used
for continuing the drive wherein then the transferring torque
at the clutch to the first transmission input shaft has to be
raised which leads to a lowering of the slip rotational speed.
Then, an acceleration of the vehicle occurs.

In summary the internal combustion engine 12 is thus
turned off by the control device 28 however it continues to
rotate with a rotational speed which is reduced as far as
possible in order to minimize the internal losses of the internal
combustion engine. As mentioned a prerequisite is the con-
trollability of the clutch 20: A regulating variables exists
regarding the clutch 20, which determines the transferred
torque M. In the case of a force fitting clutch, the regulating
variable is for example the pressure with which a hydraulic
cylinder pushes the one clutch disc against the other clutch
disc. Other regulating variables are conceivable. The inven-
tion takes advantage of the fact that a clutch can be let slip and
that this automatically occurs in the trailing throttle mode.

The invention can also be used in motor vehicles with
electric drive or with other types of clutch between the drive
and the wheels, for example a hydraulic transmission. It can
beused in any type of non-rail bound land vehicle, which does
not necessarily have to have wheels. For example the inven-
tion can be used in a motor vehicle, a utility vehicle for
example an agricultural vehicle, a chain vehicle, a truck, or an
automobile.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for operating a motor vehicle, comprising:
detecting by a control device during a drive of the vehicle
whether the vehicle moves in trailing throttle mode;
when the vehicle moves in trailing throttle mode, decreas-
ing a rotational speed of a shaft driven by a drive of the
motor vehicle by automatically setting a regulating vari-
able and

causing an intermediate device, which couples the shaft
with ground contact elements of the motor vehicle via a
transmission, to assume one of multiple intermediate
states between being disengaged and being fully
engaged, said intermediate state being commensurate
with the regulating variable, and transferring a torque
between the drive and the intermediate device as a func-
tion of the intermediate state, wherein the rotational
speed of the shaft and a rotational speed of the interme-
diate device differ from each other in the intermediate
state resulting in a clutch slip;

and after lowering the rotational speed of the shaft, reduc-
ing the clutch slip by lowering a rotational speed of an
input shaft of the transmission through a change of
gears.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein the rotational speed of
the shaft in the trailing throttle mode is set to a predetermined
value.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the rotational speed of
the shaft is adjusted by open loop control.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the predetermined value
lies above a value for the rotational speed of the shaft at which
a control device of the motor vehicle would cause a consump-
tion of energy by the drive in the trailing throttle mode.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the drive is constructed
as internal combustion engine.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the drive has a crank-
shaft.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the intermediate device
comprises a clutch with or without transmission.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the motor vehicle has a
automatic twin clutch transmission.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the ground contact
elements are constructed as wheels.

10. A motor vehicle, comprising:

adrive, in particular an internal combustion engine, having

a shaft;

an intermediate device coupling the drive with ground

contact elements of the motor vehicle via a transmission;

a device for varying a regulating variable regarding the

intermediate device, said regulating variable defining a
torque which is transmitted via the intermediate device;
and
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a device for detecting whether the motor vehicle moves in
a trailing throttle mode,

wherein the device for varying the regulating variable is
configured to automatically lower the rotational speed of
the shaft in the trailing throttle mode by varying the
regulating variable, thereby causing the intermediate
device to assume one of multiple intermediate states
between being disengaged and being fully engaged, said
intermediate state being commensurate with the regulat-
ing variable, wherein a torque transferred between the
drive and the intermediate device is a function of the
intermediate state, and wherein the rotational speed of
the shaft and a rotational speed of the intermediate
device differ from each other in the intermediate state
resulting in a clutch slip; and wherein said device is
further configured

after lowering the rotational speed of the shaft, reducing

the clutch slip by lowering a rotational speed of an input
shaft of the transmission through a change of gears.

11. The motor vehicle of claim 10, wherein the intermedi-
ate device comprises a clutch and a transmission, and wherein
the ground contact elements are constructed as wheels.

12. Motor vehicle according to claim 10, further compris-
ing a twin clutch transmission with multiple gears, character-
ized in that a device for varying the actuating parameter
includes a control device which is configured to cause a
change of gears in the trailing throttle mode after lowering the
rotational speed.



